A GUIDE TO
LEAVING A GIFT
IN YOUR WILL

YOUR GUIDE TO LEAVING A
GIFT TO BSRF IN YOUR WILL
Making or amending your Will can, at
first, seem a little daunting. But with the
right information, and support from a
solicitor, the process can be surprisingly
straightforward.
Leaving a gift in your Will helps ensure that
the British Scoliosis Research Foundation
can continue financing research to
discover the cause(s) of scoliosis and
develop treatments to improve the
quality of life for those who live with the
condition.
Although treatment exists, there is
currently no cure for scoliosis and in
the majority of cases the cause remains
unknown. Each year, BSRF provides

funding, subject to a formal application
and review process, for those carrying
out high quality research into all aspects
of scoliosis. BSRF funded research has
provided better understanding of both
the causes and treatment of scoliosis,
resulting in earlier intervention and better
treatment for patients.
Research is the key to finding out why
this condition occurs and whether it
can be prevented. Research leads to
advancements in scoliosis treatments that
will allow patients to better manage their
condition and enjoy a much-improved
quality of life.

A GIFT IN YOUR WILL:YOUR
QUESTIONS ANSWERED
Should I use a solicitor?
We would strongly advise you to do so. A
solicitor’s expertise will give you the peace
of mind of knowing that your wishes will
be respected, are legally correct, and
that your estate will go to the people and
causes you hold dear.

the reassurance of knowing their gift will
be protected against inflation. You could
also choose to leave a pecuniary gift,
which is a fixed sum of money.

What is an Executor?
An Executor is the person you choose to
make sure your wishes, as laid out in your
I want to take care of my loved ones first. Will, are adhered to. This can be a family
Can I still leave a gift?
member, friend, or trusted professional.
Of course. Even a small gift after loved
ones are provided for helps fund the work I already have a Will, how do I add
we do.
a codicil to leave a gift to the British
Scoliosis Research Foundation?
Will I pay tax on my gift?
We recommend you talk to your solicitor
No. Gifts to charities are exempt from before adding a codicil. If you do, it’s a
Inheritance Tax. They can even reduce good idea to keep it in a safe place with
the amount of tax your estate has to pay. your existing Will.
Please visit the HM Revenue and Customs
website for details.
Isn’t making a Will very expensive?
Drawing up a simple Will should cost
How much should I give to make a between £150 and £300.More complicated
difference?
situations or requirements generally
Some gifts we receive are large. Many increase the cost. The peace of mind it
are not. Contributions from trusts, can give you, however, can be priceless,
foundations, and legacies makes up because doing so will ensure your estate
approximately 40% of our income, which isn’t stuck in probate for months after you
makes a huge difference!
die.
What type of gift can I leave?
There are two types of gifts you can leave
to a charity. Many supporters prefer to
leave a residuary gift, or percentage of
their estate. This type of gift gives people

WORDING FOR YOUR WILL
If you are seeing a solicitor, you can use the following wording and give it to them to
ensure your wishes are carried out.
To leave a share of your estate
‘I give my Residuary Estate [residuary estate will need to have been defined elsewhere
in the Will and is a gift made after deductions of debts, taxes and expenses, which
usually fall on residue] to the British Scoliosis Research Foundation of 4 Ivebury
Court, 325 Latimer Road, London, W10 6RA, Registered Charity Number 803772.’
To leave a cash gift
‘I give the sum of [£ in words and numbers] absolutely to the the British Scoliosis
Research Foundation of 4 Ivebury Court, 325 Latimer Road, London, W10 6RA,
Registered Charity Number 803772 and I declare that the receipt of the treasurer or
any other proper authorised officer of any charity benefitting under my Will shall be a
sufficient discharge for my Trustees who shall not be concerned as to the application
of any gifts or payment.’

YOUR GIFT MAY BE THE KEY
TO IMPROVING THE LIVES OF
THOSE WITH SCOLIOSIS
The British Scoliosis Research Foundation is the only charity that exists solely to
promote research into the treatment of scoliosis in the UK. We receive no government
funding so our ability to fund research is entirely dependent on donations.
Scoliosis is a difficult condition to come to terms with at all ages. For young children
it can mean multiple cast fittings and repeat surgery; adolescents may have to
wear a brace or have spinal fusion at a time of life when such a diagnosis can be a
major blow to self-confidence; and in mature years pain and immobility can have a
significant impact on a person’s quality of life.
However, research has led to huge advancements in scoliosis treatments over the
years allowing patients to better manage their condition and enjoy a much improved
quality of life.
BSRF strives to stimulate and fund high-quality research into the causes and
treatments of scoliosis. BSRF-funded research has provided better understanding
of both the causes and treatment of scoliosis, resulting in earlier intervention and
better treatment for patients. If scoliosis has affected you or anyone you know then
you will know that it is a life changing diagnosis. By supporting BSRF’s research you
are making a difference so that in the future there will be better understanding,
support, and treatment options available.

